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Patrick Basler Becomes
Our New President, CEO

The Board of Directors of First
Financial Credit Union has

named Patrick J. Basler
as its new
President/CEO. Patrick
is a veteran credit union
leader, who has served
in executive positions at
Wisconsin credit unions
for the past 11 years.

Patrick assumed his
new position at First
Financial in August.

“I’m excited about this opportuni-
ty to serve the members of First
Financial Credit Union, and I’ll work
diligently to offer members great

products and services,” Patrick says.
“This is a thriving area of Illinois, and

I look forward to being
part of the credit
union’s success over the
coming years.”

Patrick is a graduate
of the University of
Wisconsin -
Milwaukee, where he
earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Finance

and Marketing. He is
also a graduate of the CUNA
Management School at the
University of Wisconsin - Madison.

Making ATM Withdrawals
Just Started Costing Less

First Financial is pleased to announce
the addition of STARsf® to its debit 

card program. Thanks to our participa-
tion in the STARsf network, FFCU 
members can now make surcharge-
free ATM withdrawals at participating 
financial institutions nationwide. 
(The “sf” stands for surcharge-free.) 

Just go to our website at 
www.firstfcu.org, click on Surcharge-
Free ATM Locators, choose the STARsf
locator and follow these easy steps: 

■ In Step 1, enter search criteria by 
selecting the city and state where 
you want to make the withdrawal.

■ In Step 2, make sure to mark the 
$f box.

■ In Step 3, change the search 
radius, if desired.

■ Click the “Submit Query” button.

Although there are many Star ATMs,
only those ATMs sporting the STARsf
logo are surcharge-free. 



RATES AS LOW AS

Term Automatic Payments Coupon Book

36 months 5.74% APR* 5.99% APR*
48 months 5.99% 6.24%
60 months 5.99% 6.24%
72 months** 6.99% 7.24%

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Restrictions may apply. Rates subject to change without notice.
** 72 month term financing available on 2008 and 2007 models only.

OLDER USED AUTOS
RATES AS LOW AS

Model Year Max. Term Automatic Payments Coupon Book

2004 48 months 5.99% APR* 6.24% APR*
2003 48 months 6.74% 6.99%
2002-2000 36 months 8.99% 9.24%

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. The rates quoted above are for 36 month financing only. Add 0.25% to APR for each
additional 12 months thereafter up to maximum term. Restrictions may apply. Rates subject to change without notice.

OTHER LOAN PRODUCTS RATES

VISA® Platinum**, no annual fee As low as 9.99% APR*
VISA Platinum** (transferred balances) 6.99%-9.99%
Digital Lifestyle**, *** (max. term 36 mos.) As low as 7.49%
Signature/Line of Credit**, (max. term 36 mos.) As low as 9.99%
Savings Secured 5.99%
Certificate Secured Higher of 5.99% or the certificate
(max. term = maturity date of certificate) effective yield plus 3.00%
Stock Secured** (65% value) As low as 8.24%
* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Restrictions may apply. Rates subject to change without notice.
** Final approved rate will be determined by application information and credit history as provided by TransUnion, Experian, and/or 

Equifax. Add 0.25% to APR if loan is not paid through automatic payment; does not apply to VISA.
***Minimum loan amount $500. Maximum loan amount $3,500. Loan proceeds can be used only for the purchase of a new 

computer or other select major electronics.

HOME MORTGAGES RATES

3, 5, 7, 10, 15, 20 and 30 year terms Fixed and variable (Call for current rates)

HOME EQUITY RATES

Line of Credit (Special) 3.99% APR*
Line of Credit The higher of 4.50% or Prime
* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Special introductory rate is for first 3 months on new HELOCs only; the current HELOC rates apply
thereafter. HELOC rates are adjusted on January 1 and July 1 based on the prime rate published in The Wall Street Journal as of 10 days
prior to these rate adjustment dates. (As of September 18, 2007, the prime rate is 7.75%.) Property insurance is required; flood insurance
may be required. Consult your tax advisor about tax deductibility. If HELOC is closed within the first 24 months, you will be required to
reimburse the credit union for any fees ($375-$425) paid on your behalf.

Apply today for our 

Holiday
Loan

Up to 

$1,200$1,200
at rates as low as

8.99%8.99%
Annual Percentage Rate
for 12 month term

A Gift for Everyone on
Your List, Even Yourself

AVISA® gift card is
never the wrong

size, shape, or color. For
birthdays, holidays &
more, kids and adults all appreciate
the opportunity to choose their own per-
fect gift. Available at your credit union in
two styles and denominations of $10-
$500, a VISA gift card can be used just
like cash. In fact, you may want to pick
up a few for your own personal use — it’s
safer than carrying cash, and when you
complete all your holiday shopping, you
deserve a reward!

Apply today!Apply today!

Be a Smart Cookie!

If you’re like most people, your holiday
spirit is more generous than your actu-

al holiday budget — which can result in
overwhelming balances on those high-
interest credit cards. 

Our Christmas Club account allows
you to put a little aside each pay period
automatically, so that once-yearly 
expenses don’t blow your budget. For
example, saving $50 per week for 52

weeks, you end up with over
$2,600. Open your
Christmas Club account
today, and be ready for the
holidays in 2008.

Save a payment or 2 with FFCU!
With great rates, flexible terms and a fast

response, we can help you get started right away. 
Just visit our website, www.firstfcu.org, for

details on current loan promotions and apply
24/7 with ExpressLoan!

New and Used Autos
(Motorcycles, Boats, Mobile Homes, and RVs available at 1.5% higher than auto rates)

Vehicle rates shown below are for members with excellent overall credit. Your final approved rate will be 
determined by your application information; overall credit history as provided by TransUnion, Experian,

and/or Equifax; and the repayment method you choose.

Sample payment: For every $1,000 borrowed at 5.99% APR for 60 months, the estimated monthly payment would be $19.33.
2008, 2007, 2006, and 2005 Models (100% financing , excluding sales tax)



Tired of high car payments? If
you financed with the dealer or

a traditional bank when you pur-
chased your car, chances are good
that you’re paying way too much
for financing.

Most financial experts agree
that credit union financing is con-
sistently the most competitive
option available. And right now,
FFCU financing is even better!

For a limited time, we’ll beat
your existing rate by 2%*
when you refinance your auto
loan from another institution.

Bring us your original loan
agreement and payment book
today, and let us  show you what
you could save by refinancing!

Ready to Buy Instead?
If you’re in the market to

upgrade your vehicle instead,
October, November & December
are a great time to purchase — as
long as you  finance with your cred-
it union. 

Auto dealers may offer zero per-
cent financing, but usually only for
people with A+ credit, and only on
certain in-stock makes and models
IF you don’t take a manufacturer’s
rebate. In addition, there are
unscrupulous dealers who add hid-
den fees and extra costs even
AFTER you sign the loan paper-
work!  Why take the chance?

First Financial Credit Union
offers you the lowest rate on both
new and used auto loans for any
make or model. Our current rates
are as low as 5.74% APR**.  We
disclose all terms of the loan before
you sign anything, and we’ll explain
anything you don’t understand.

Our partnerships with both

CarQuotes.com and Enterprise Car
Sales allow you to find the vehicle
of your choice and pay the lowest,
no-haggle, pre-negotiated price.
Plus, both CarQuotes and
Enterprise will finance your auto
with First Financial Credit Union,
so you know you’re getting the best
possible deal. 

Apply online today at
www.firstfcu.org, or contact us at
847-676-8000, option 6.

There’s Never Been a Better Time to
Refinance Your Auto Loan with FFCU

*Loan must be transferred to FFCU to beat rate by 2%. Applies to auto loans only. Does not apply to existing FFCU loans. Borrowers are required to provide proof of their current auto loan rate. Minimum loan rate
offered is 5.74% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) for qualified buyers. Final approved rate will be determined by application information and credit history as provided by TransUnion, Experian, and/or Equifax. Rate and
promotion are subject to change without notice.**APR is Annual Percentage Rate.



Office locations, hours, and important
telephone numbers are as follows:

Main Office
5550 W. Touhy Ave., Skokie, IL 60077
(847) 676-8000
Mon-Thu 7:45 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fri 7:45 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sat 9:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m. (Teller service only)

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital
(Advocate Healthcare employees only)
1775 Dempster Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068
(847) 723-8046
Mon-Fri 8:45 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Alcatel-Lucent NWN
(Alcatel-Lucent employees only)
2701 Lucent Lane, Room 8D 134, Lisle, IL 60532 
(630) 713-1884                               
Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri      10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

LoanConnect
(24-hr loan by phone service)
(800) 311-3841

ESP (Express Service Phone)
(847) 679-5930 

FFCU Board of Directors:
Richard J. Wagner, Chair
Carl J. Rohr, Vice-Chair
Michael J. Gebhardt, Treasurer
Theresa A. Flores, Secretary
Patrick J. Basler, President/CEO
Russell J. Gangi
Maria A. Gyore
Mary A. Lynch, Supervisory Committee Chair
Thomas L. Monticello
Michael J. Ramel
Melanie E. Thillens

www.firstfcu.org

Where 
to find us
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Celebrate With Us!
International Credit Union Day

This year's International Credit
Union Day theme,

"Together We're Better,"
recognizes the global
progress credit unions
are making — forging
new partnerships in
many countries. With
this exchange of ideas,
credit unions reach
more members and offer
better services for everyone.  

Closer to home, this is a great
time to take a new look at the services
that First Financial Credit Union

offers. Are you taking advantage of all
your membership bene-
fits? We offer programs
on every level of invest-
ing, borrowing, and
accessing your funds
that save you time and
money. 

On Thursday,
October 18, we will

offer refreshments in our lobbies and a
chance to win various raffle prizes. We
look forward to seeing you!


